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City Brook Site Walk and Trail Flagging 
Summary  
 
Date:  August 20, 2010, noon – 4:30 PM 
In Attendance:  Bob Spencer, Keith Chapman and Barry Hosmer 
 
The purpose of the site walk was to discuss and preliminarily define trail locations, trail 
heads, the shared use of existing roads, historical sites and further steps necessary.  
This summary is not intended to be a thorough analysis of the trail and future steps 
necessary but a summary and synthesis of what we discussed during the day.  
 
We began our site walk by accessing the Keoka Lake dam via a town owned dirt road.  
This dirt road will form the first part of the trail from Keoka Lake south to near the 
intersection of the dirt road and Route 35 at the location of the Whitney Sawmill site.  
From this point the trail will be located briefly on a woods road and then through the 
woods on the east side of City Brook heading south to Mill Hill Road behind the Wesleyan 
Church.  This section of the trail will parallel City Brook passing the Miller Cummings 
Foundry and the Monroe Plaster Mill sites.  When you reach the church the trail can 
outlet at the intersection of Mill Hill Road and Route 35 and diagonally cross to Sweden 
Road or a footbridge can be constructed to cross City Brook and perpendicularly cross 
Route 35 at the intersection of Sweden Road.  Further action items:  
 

a. Determine the need for a GIS map of trail and collection of GPS data 
for the purposes of contacting and meeting with various regulatory 
and funding agencies, including the MDEP, MDOT and Town Public 
Works Department. 

b. Contact the MDEP to discuss the project, determine setbacks from 
streams and what activities (grading, clearing etc) can occur within the 
setback at various distances from the stream or protected resource. 

c. Contact The Maine Historic Preservation Commission to inquire about 
possible grant opportunities from them or other entities particularly 
for gateway kiosks and signage along the trail. 

d. Contact the MDOT to discuss pedestrian road crossings and trails and 
gateway or trail head parking potentially at the old Beans Garage and 
any potential funding opportunities.  MDOT should provide signage, 
crosswalk and site distance standards as well as plan review 
requirements 

e. Contact the NPS Rivers and Trails program for funding opportunities 
for bridge construction. 

f. Contract with Planning and Engineering firms to act as liaisons with 
MDEP and MDOT as well as preparing preliminary design and estimates 
for footbridges.   

 
Beginning at the Sweden Road, Route 35 intersection the trail runs parallel to the road 
and on the east side until a vacant property is reached.  This intersection area also 
offers the opportunity to create potential viewpoints to the Jewel Gristmill raceway, 
which is largely intact along this stretch of City Brook.   Access to the Brook will be 
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through this vacant property leading through the woods on the west side of City Brook, 
passing both the Jewel Gristmill and the Halls Carriage Shop sites.  As the stream widens 
north of the Smith Sawmill site, a second footbridge would need to be constructed to 
cross back over City Brook and cross two private properties and intersect with Back 
Street. Further action items:  See Item above and as follows. 
 

a. Contact Waterford Public Works concerning a trail crossing at Cider Mill 
Road as well as a trail paralleling and sharing the Road.   

 
From Back Street, the trail was originally proposed for the east side of City Brook.  This 
area of the stream channel up until the 1960’s was impounded and was used as a 
skating rink in the winter.  Topography to the east side of the brook then rises relatively 
quickly to the elevation of Route 35   The old impoundment area is relatively flat and 
wet making crossing this area with a trail more difficult.  Because of this potential 
difficulty and the close proximity of Park Street to City Brook, using this infrequently 
traveled Town road, as the trail seems logical, available and certainly less costly.  Park 
Street ends at the intersection of Cross Street where the trail will need to cross a public 
way again.  Future Action Items. 
 

a. Contact Waterford Public Works concerning the trail utilizing Park 
Street as the preferred route and crossing at Cross Street.  We 
understand that in the next year or two the Bridge over City Brook on 
Cross Street is scheduled for replacement.  Discussions around adding 
signage and a crosswalk to this project would make economic sense 
and add little cost to the overall bridge replacement project budget. 

 
The section of the proposed trail from Cross Street south to Bear Pond presents one of 
the more difficult areas in terms of permitting and construction.  The east side of the 
Brook is largely in a wetland.  However, after walking the corridor, it may be logical to try 
to locate the trail on the woods edge of the abutting property to the west of the Brook.  
This land is higher and drier and is already traversed by a snow mobile trail.  There are 
few historical sites in this section and the trail appears as though it could cross at a 
location that may intersect with a private trail on the Bear Mountain Inn property.  The 
crossing may be able to be coordinated to cross near the Gibson Sawmill site and utilize 
a reconstructed snow mobile bridge.   
 

a Contact the landowner to the west of City Brook and south of Cross Street to 
determine if this new trail location is possible.  The ideal location would be to the 
east of the chicken coop and along the woods/ field edge south to the proposed 
stream crossing location. 

 
b Contact the owners of the Bear Mountain Inn to determine if crossing on to their 

property with the City Brook trail is acceptable as a continuation of the trail to 
Bear Pond.  Offering this longer trail to their guests, as an expanded recreational 
opportunity to use appears to be an added amenity to their property.  

 
c Contact the local snowmobile association about reconstructing or sharing the 

construction costs of a more pedestrian friendly bridge.  


